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ARTHUR BOYCOTT GREER — PAROLE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.12 pm]: Today I rise to inform the house that I have 
accepted a recommendation from the Prisoners Review Board to release Arthur Boycott Greer on parole to 
facilitate his return to the United Kingdom. As members in both houses are aware, Greer was convicted in 
November 1994 of the murder of a 14-year-old girl, Sharon Lee Mason, and sentenced to life imprisonment with 
a minimum of seven years. In its 2016 statutory review, the board recommended that Greer be granted parole and 
deported to the United Kingdom. This was rejected by the then Attorney General. Greer’s next statutory review 
was scheduled for November 2019. 
Greer subsequently wrote to the board in October 2017 seeking early reconsideration due to his sharply 
deteriorating health. Accordingly, the board provided a report to me in January 2018, recommending his release 
on parole. On receipt of this report I queried whether, in the board’s view, Greer’s poor health would reduce his 
chances of reoffending. The board’s subsequent report was of the view that his age of 80, deteriorating health and 
limited mobility reduced the likely risk of reoffending. On receiving this recommendation, I requested that the 
acting Commissioner for Victims of Crime contact the family of Ms Mason to ascertain whether the family wished 
to discuss this matter with me. The acting commissioner informed me that the family simply wants Greer to be 
deported as soon as possible and to never again taste freedom in Australia. In fact, Greer’s visa permitting his 
residency in Australia was revoked more than a decade ago, meaning that upon his release on parole he will face 
immediate deportation. The Australian Border Force’s “from prison to plane” policy will apply in Greer’s case. 
The Executive Council made the parole order earlier this week and arrangements are now being made for Greer to 
leave as soon as possible for the United Kingdom, relieving Western Australian taxpayers from the ongoing cost 
of his 25 years of incarceration and increasing medical needs. 
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